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A Brief Account of the Proceedings of the 
French Clergy, in taking away the Pope's 
Supremacy, &c. By way of Introduftion 
to the following Letter, and Proteſtat:©1. 


OR the better underſtanding of ſome Paſſages 
in the Letter, and Proteſtation, it will be 


neceſſary to acquaint you with the Original 
and Progreſs of that conteſt, which has fo 
long continued between the Pope, and the French 
King, and Clergy, of which if you defire to be in- 
form'd fully, and at large, I muſt Refer you to a 
Book, Publiſhed laſt Year, Entitled. The werbal 
Proceſs, or Proceedings af the Extraordinary Aſſembly 
of the Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops held at Paris in March 
1682, and May 1681, Tranſlated out of *the Original 
French Papers. The ſubſtance of which take as fol- 
lows. 

The late Pope's having denied the King's Right, 
called in French Regale, and in Latine Regalza, (which 
conliſts in his receiving the Profits of vacant Biſhop- 
ricks in France, and in the Collation of Dignities, 
and Prehends, during a vocancy) and Claiming the 
ſame as their Right, eſpecially in four Provinces of 
that Kingdom ; the preſent French King in the Year 
1673, cauſed a Declaration to be Publiſh'd, and a- 
nother in 1675, 1n Which he aſſerts his Right of 
Rezalia, as wellin the four Provinces, as in all other 
parts of France, and Commands his Officers, ap» 
pointed to Colleft the Profits of vacant Benefices, 
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to execute their Office in all Places, without di- 
ſtin&tion, as Occaſions ſhould offer, which was done 
accordingly, and..the. Declarations were obeyed by 
all .the Prelats, except the Biſhop of Pomzez, who 
continned a Zealous Stickfer for the Pope, agaiſt, 
the King in this Point, to the time of his Death. 

This difference between the Pope, and the King, 
and Clergy ( who oppoſed the Pope, as. well upon 
their own Account,as the King's,as we ſhall ſee anon) 
{till increaſing;at laſt the Clergy;by their Agents Ge- 
neral, begg'd leave of the King in 1682. That ſuch 
Prelats as were then at Paris, about the affairs of their 
Dioceſes, might meet and conſult, tor the puting a 
tpcedy ſtop to ſome ſiniſter praCtiſes of the Court of 
Rome, repugnant to the tenour of the Canons, thc 
Libcrtiesot che Gallican Church, and the Laws of the-- 
Kingdom ; which Requeſt being granted, an Af. 
fembly conſifting of ſix Arch-Bithops, and 3 5. Bi- 
ſhops was hetdat Paris inthe months of March 1687, 
and May. 1681.. . . . 


To this Aſſembly the ſaid Agents of the Clergy 
preſented a Memorial in which they Complain that 
divers Letters ( ot ©Bricfs) had been- difperf'd, in rhe 
name of Pope Tznocent XI: containing many things 
very Prejudicial to the Regalia, and ro the Gallican 
Church,viz.The Letter of the 183th of Oftober 1680, 
which comdemns to the flames, the Sentence of the 
Parliament.of Paris.paſt the 2 4th of September 1680, 
wherein are explained the Laws of the Kingdom, 
it defence of the Authority of the Biſhops. | 
' TheLetters to the King, to hinder the Execution 
of the 2. laſt declarations, about rhe Regatza. | 
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 Alfo feveral other Letters, abour the buſinels of 
Pomiez, either -to the lare Biſhop of Pomiez, or to 
the Arch-Biſhop of Tholoſe, bur eſpecially the 2. 
laſt, one of which: dated the 23. of September, con- 
firms the Eleftion of the Grand Vicars, choſen by 
the Chapter, in the voconcy of that See, likewiſe 
an Injunction to acknowledge them, upon pair of in- 
curring the Severeſt penalties of the Church. The 
other, deliver'd the firſt of J:yuary, Excommunicates 
the Arch-Biſhop of Tholoyſe, without nſing any of the 
torms obſerv'd in France ; which was Injurious to 
the Epiſcopal Dignity, and cqually miſchtevous bot 
to Church and State. 

The letter about the buſineſs of Charowne, &c. 
That the deſign of theſe Letters was to beget- a mil- 
underſtanding, and to create a diifer:nce bet'ycen the 
Pope, and the King, to ruine the Canons, receiv'd, 
and obſerv'd in thar Kingdome, to engage the Fope, 
upon bare Informations, without any Appeal, and 
omiſſo medio, to Judge, and in his Tritanal at ore 
{ of his own meer motion, and by the fo;e motive 
of the plenitude of his power) te con!.r;n {veral 
Eletions, which were nul, and void ; thereby de- 
priving the Biſhops of their ordinary Authority, Arch- 
biſhops, and P:1mates of their Juridietion, and 1n- 
terrupting the Order of Ecclefraſtical Proceedings. 

This Memorial having bcen read, the, Aſſembly 
deſired the Arch Biſhop of Pars, their Preſident, to 
name {ix Commiſſioners, who, together with him- 
felt, might conſider whatwas to Le done in theſe at-- 
faires, and to make their Report to the Aſtembly 
which, after Conſultation, was mace accordingly 
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by the at's gue! 3 of Reims, one of the Commitſion- 
ers, in a long andelegant Speech, the cfte& of which 
was as follows, v-z. 
That the Right of the Regalia, which had cauſed 
the aforeſaid Letters, had beer, a very long time, 
pollels'd by their Kings ; Alexander the 3d. Inno» 
cont r%e 3d. Clement the 4th. Gregory the toth. The 
ſecond Council of Lyon, and Gregory the 11th. Yea 
their own Council of Bourges, had acknowledg'd and 
2provd it. That no Aſſembly of the French Clergy 
cver pretended, that bulinelles, relating to the Regalza, 
ought ro be brought before an Eccleſiaſtical Tribunal, 
but to be Debated, and decided by the Juriſdiction 
of the King's Council only. For* confirmation of 
this, he faid that Philip of Yalows, by Ius Order of 
October 13 34. decided all difierences of this Nature, 
which happen'd in his Reign. That Lewis 11. by his 
declaration of the 2.4th. of May, 1463, prohibits all 
his Subjz&s to have any Proceſs, concerning the Re- 
actin, Letore an Ecclefiaſtical Judge ( no, not in the 
Court of Rome it ſelf ) and yet that it did not Appear 
that either John, 22. or Prous, 2. complaind of it, 
Chat the Province of Britany, which was not reu- 
nitcd to the Crown of Fraxce tall the Year 1532, was 
oubjected to the Regalia, by a Degree of Parliament, 
in 1598, in the Popedom of Clement, $. who com- 
plain'd nat of it, no, not to the Cardinal of Ofze, 
who, then attending the Pope, conlelſerh that the 
King might Extend tie Regal/a upon all tne Biſhop- 
ricks of ns Kingdom, That the Principles of the 
Pope, and of the King < --:cers about the Regalia, 
were very different {v/z.) Tne Pope bcueves that 
thc 
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the Regalia 1s a Right derived from the Church ; the 
King looks on it as a Regal, Temporal, and Infe- 
perable Right of the Crown. The Pope relyes on the 
2d.Council of Lyon,as a facred boundary,beyond which 
we may not paſs,but the King (who, not without Rea- 
ſon, Pretends that he is not Subject to a Council for a 
Right meerly Temporal) doth not own that Autho- 
rity of the Council, alleaged againſt him, but en 
the contrary His Magifty maintains that his Predece(- 
ſors could not prejudice his Rights ; and that if they 
had reaſon to ſuſpend the Execution of the Regalia 
in the four Provinces, he had much more reaſon to 
revive it there ; that the Biſhops had acknowledg- 
ed him for their Judge, and that having pronounc'd 
Judgment, he 1s oblig'd to give an account of it to 
God only. 

Then the Biſhop of Troyes (another of the Com- 
miſfioners.) commended to their Favour, and Pro- | 
tection, a certain DoQtor of the Sorbonne, for a Book 
written by him, wherein ( faid he) he juſtifies the 
Right, which we have to decide matters of Faith, and 
Diſcipline,and to poſe the Authority, which we have in- 
mediately received from Jeſus Chriſt, againſt the novel- 
ries, which might ariſe in our Dioceſes, and Provinces.Se- 
condly he demonſtratcs that the Gallican Church is not de- 
parted from the Diſcipline of the Council of Sardica, the 
Execution of which the Councils,and Ancient Popes have 
ſo often recommended, and according to which,the Biſhops 
ought to be tryed firſt by their Brethren in their Provi- 
ces. And theſe two Maxims are Canonical, and conform- 
able tothe Spirit of the Church,and to the Sacred Rules, 
Eſtabliftpd by ancient Councils -and Authorized by the 
Holy See. When 


Wien he had ended, the Arch-Biſhop of Rejms con- 
tivucd his Speech, and faid that the Commullioners 
had examin'd the Pope's Letters, and firſt, that the 
occaion of thoſe two,written to the Nuns of Charoune 
was thus. The.r . onftery was founded 1643. By the 
Duchets of 0r/er5, who defired the : Pope that the 
firſt Abbels might be continued daring lite, and it 
was granted. After. her deceaſe the King nominates 
one to ſucceed lier, but ſhe dying betore the was 
confirnid, h nomiates another, who was .Eſta- 
bliſhed Abbeſs by the Arch-Biſhop of Pars mu 679. 
That the firſt Letter of 7th of Augyſt 1680. torbids 
the Nuns to obey this Abbeſs, and commands them 
to chooſe another, which they did, without oLſer- 
ving the Pules ot EleCtions ; which as ſoon as the 
Pope was i ormed of, he wrote another Letter to 
them, dated 15th Oftober following, by which the 
defect of Formalities is ſupplyed, and ths irregular 
Election of the new Abbels confrmed. That the fe- 
veral Letters, which the Pope had written to the 
Arch-Biſhop of 7/o/ouſe, to the, tince deceaſed, B11] 
of Pomiez, and to the Chapter of that Church, ſince 
its vacancy, having been cauſed by rhe arſpute about 
the Kegalia, are to be taken as one ahd tie fame, and 
that the Diſpute happen'd as for.ows, viz. The aid 
Biſhop refuſing to ſubmit ro the Declarations of 
1672, and 1675. form'd ſeveral Proceſſes againſt ſuch 
Clergvmen, who, by vertue of the Regalia, poſleſs'd 
ſome + the Prevends of his Church, which the Arch- 
hiop of 7/--4ſe, upon the Appeals brought before 
hin, m-de void. Thar on 7th Auguſt laſt, the Biſhop 
dyed, gnd the old Canons Regular of his Church 
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EteQted, after his deccaſe, ſome Officers to govern it. 
That theſe new Offtcers continued the Proccis againſt 
the Regal/z;rs, which the Biihop had begun, and the 
Archbithop of /ho/9uſe made them void ; complaint 
whereot being made to the Pope, he wrote two Let- 
ters, one to the Archbiſhop, and the other to the 
Chapter of Pamiez, which are of no moment. But 
by a Letter of 2d. October tollowing, to the Chapter 
and Conons Regular of Pamie:, the Pope confirms 
the Oſlicers, nominated by the Chaptcr, and -enga- 
geth to con'irm ſuch as {hall be choten ; he torbus 
them to own any others ; he declares null whatey er 
ſhall be done by Viears General, whuch ſhall not be 
choſen by the old Canons, and orders this Letter to 
be read in the Diocels of Pomzez. That a Letter of 
Newyears-day laſt confirms, a ſecond time the Offt- 
cers, Elefted by the Chaprer, and declares that the 
Pope will confirm ſuch' as this Chapter {hall Elect ; 
that it Excommunicates with the greater Excommu- 
nication (which is immediately incurrd, without 
any other Declaration) all ſuch as tall favour the 
Grand Vicars, choſen by the Archbilhop, and the 
Canons, that are Regali/ts, or ſhall favour the ſaid 
Metropolitan ; and in fine, that it Excommunicates 
the Metropolitan himſelf. In the next place he 
tells them thar the firſt Parliament of the King- 
dome having paſs'd a Decree 2.4th Sepr. againſt the 
Pope's Letter of 7 Aug. to the Nuns of Charonne, the 
Commitioners were of opinion, that it was their In» 
tere't to joyn with the Parliament therein ; tho the 
faid Decree was Condemned by a Letter of 18th De- 
cember following, which forbids the reading ot .t, 
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upon pain of Excommunication, and Commands the 
31ſhops, or Inquiſitors to burn all the Copies of it 
that can be tound, &c. 

Then he menrions the reflections of the Commit{- 
ſioners upon theſe matters ; ſome of which are that 
by the Pope's two Letters to the Nuns of Chironne, 
granted upon their bare Relation, and in their own 
Cauſe, all is vacated that” their Archbiſhop had 
done, without hearing, or ſo much as ſummoning 
him. That by reaſon of a Clauſe Inſerted in the {c- 
cond [ctter, w<. that the Pepe hath power to ſupply 
all formes, that may be cmitted, even ſuch as are Eſjer.- 
tial ; 1t 1s pretended that he can ſupply the want of 
that very knowledg of a matter, which, by the Law 
of Nature, is abſolutely neceſſary, before a judgment 
can be given ofit. That the Proccedings againſt the 
Archbilhop of Tholouſe, were contrary to Equity,and 
the Rules of their Profeſſion, and alſo to the Treaty, 
calFd the Concordat, which was made between Leo 
10. and the Holy See, on the one part, and Francis 
1. and his Kingdome, on the other part, and being 
Authoris'd by both Parties, 15 become a Law both 
1 Church and State, and conſequently cannot 1n the 
leaſt be debilitated by any pretended Power from the 
Pope. And having proved theſe things excellently, 
and at large, he proeceds to acquaint the Aflembly 
with the Refolutions which ther Commuſſtoners had 
judg'd fit tobe taken in that -onjuncture, viz. That 
2 Letter be written to the Pope to repreſent to him 
that the buſineſs of the Rega/za deferved not ſo much 
heat as 1s expreſfed in Es Letters, it being look'd up- 
on by the King's Officers as al emporality, and that 

it 
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it is in-1tſelf, a thing of no great conſequence to the 
Church. That by the Letters to the Nuns of Cha- 
roune, and Chapter of Pamiez, the Order of Juri(- 
dictions had been difturb'd, and the Right of Ordt- 
| _naries, and Metrapolitans violated ; that he had been 
| exalted above the Canonical Conſtitutions, and that 

theſe Detrgns againſt Rules the moſt Sacred might 
weaken that Union, which the Churches,of France 
ought inviolably to keep with the hoy Sex. And 
latiiy, that the King be defired to permit the Prelates 
of his Kingdome to mect 1n a National Council, or 
to call a General Aſſembly of the Clergy, to conſiſt 
of two Deputies of the firſt Order, and two of the 
ſecond, in every Province, and that their Preſident, 
and fix Commitlioners be deſired to attend his Ma- 
jeſty upon this occaſion, which being done accor- 
dingly, the King was pleaſed to Order a General Af- 
ſembly of the Clergy, who having duely conſidered 
the entolerable encroachments and uſurpations of the 
See of Rome, did, 19. March 1602. S.N. Unanimou{- 
ly Reſolve as follows, vz. 

That a General Council is above the Pope. 

That he has no power, in» Temporals, in any Prince's 
Dom1ntons. 

That he has no power to Depoſe Princes. 

That he has no power to Abſolve Subjects from their 
Oaths of Fidelity. 

That. he us not lifallible.. ______ TOW 

The firſt of theſe Reſolutions deſtroys the Pope's 
Supremacy 1n Temporals ; and the laſt deſtroys his 


Infallibility. 
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The next day the Afiembiy, by their Preſident, and Com- 
miſſjoners, pre{cnted to His Aa belly thute Retolutions, lignug 
by the whole mined; an Uh, at their requeit, Cauicd an 
Edicc to bu vublit hed, thereby Orvernng tlar the {a!ne be 
Reguiiter'd in a!l the Courts oi ' Parhatacat, in all Courts of 
Judicature Eccleſiaitical, and Civil, and in all Univerſtries, 
and Colliges in his Dominions. That all Profttors m Divi- 
nity, and Canon Law, do tvach the 120*urmn therem contain- 
ed {bing the ancient ; 0 rine of that Aw apa and do 
ſublerib the fame. that no Ferlon Sccul: 'r, or Regular 

141] be Ic yoren 2s Poor, or Licentrite 1n Livinity, or 
Canon Law, till ke has niwuintal tir this .y,0ctring by publick 
Diſpatation. A that no per.{n, either Subject, or Stran- 
ger, ſhall pretime to teach any thing, contrary, to this 
Do:tri Inc, within his [ominions.: The ſaid Refolutions were 
the 22d of Mz-ch Ratitied, and paſsd in the Partament of 
Pars, and a Copy of them lent ta the Pope, together with 
a particular Account ot all their Proceedings, and their 
Reaſons for what they had done. But the Fope, initead of 
acknowledging his Uurpations, which had been the cauſe 
of thele Froceedings of the Attembly, vindicates himſelf, and 
by the following Letter, damns and makes utterly null, and 
Voi.1, all rhar nad been done, or ſhouid be done in this Al- 
{mbly, a wy they in requital make, and ſend him the Pro- 
celution, whack damns his damnatory Letter, and juſtifies 
thew taid br OCeedings 
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Literx Pontificiales 
ad Clerum Gallica- 
1um. V enerabilibus 
Fratribus Archi 
Epiſcopts,Epiſcopis, 
WC. 


Aterne Charitatt , 
ua Chariſſimum in 
Chriſto Filium no- 
ſtram Ludovicum 
Regem Chriſtiani(]; 
mum, Fecleſias veſtras, Vos Ip- 
fos, & univerſum iſtud Regnum 
amplettimur, permoleſtum acci- 
dit ac plane acerbum cognoſcere, 
ex Veſtris liters die Tertia Fe- 
brnarii ad Nos datzs, Epiſco- 
pos, Clerumq; Galliz, qui Corona 
olim & gaudium erant Apoſtoli- 
ce ſedis, ita ſe erga ullum in 
pr ſens gerere, ut cogamur (wul- 
tis cum lachrimis ) uſurpare Pro- 
pheticum illud, Filu Matris me# 
pugnaverunt advertus me. 
quanquam adyver[us vos ipſos poti- 
2s pugnatis,dum Nobis in ea Cauſa 
reſiſtitis, in qua Veſtrarum Eccle- 
ſtarum ſalus ac libertas agitur, 
> m qua Nos, pro furib:s, 
dignitate Epiſcopal!i in iſto Regng 
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The Popes Letter to 
theC lergy of France, 
To the Rewerend 
Brethren, the Arch- 


Biſhops, Biſhops . 
CC. 


T hath been an extrean! 
grief and diſturbance 
to that Paternal af- 
fetion, which we have 
for our dear SON Lew, 
the Moſt Chriſtian King, your 
Churches, your ſelves, and the 
whole Kingdom , to under- 
ſtand, by your Letter to us, 
dated Feb. 3. that the Biſhops, 
and Clergy of France , which 
heretofore were the Crown, 
ard joy of the Apoltolick See, 
ſhould now 1o demean them- 
ſelves as to compel us with 
many tears, to uſe the ſaying 
of the Prophet, The Sons of 
my Mother have fought again! 
me : though indeed vou ra- 
cher fight again!t your ſelves, 
while you oppoſe us in that 
Cauſe, in which the Welfares 
and Liberties of your Church- 
cS are Nvoived, and mm Which 
A I » 


J 7. . 7 * . . yo 
[3 HEN 1 1s "_ #) 04 ims [ L 


ſirt pi & to; - Fart af prel- 


- 
, lat 3 (1c. b/ q « 33; "ſp in fn 4 % 6 SP +. LY 3 


. 4 ? 
FAY "4 l, /h 7 [+ 4 . 
CC 7 [; . of #8 if $C 32 ! 17 's T7 a C i { T * J EET 5 
4 


witl'ics 7 a4 xs molt; "2s rationes 
ſecuti | ſea | decir © Lccleſits on ths 
folicitudirii, © intimo angri Or- 


£4 I Tus ſat 1s 24 "I0; \ 


7;] 7 . - < » . 
N:. 411 lt; 1s FA PETTY EF” / C1473 45 
YC OT PTIE7 all F317; Ci / IETAS | 1/7 Tg 


R , 7 
# +8 * # , 7 W113 / z- *#4x 1 ol 
HITETE, $73 ; PIO Cl 7 VZ [1133037C 1ItEt- 
[4 I paadincs ag ® "A? 
BCNETFS 153 5 4 6 > Þr a; CY CA z GH 


UTE 41ND 1154 51s A OFW 16S COCRTUCCA Tt 


Ee 4+ 4 14 /- 5 24 » Fs f TS, ay # ” [{t.. #49 ) > 
"OFA) Jl ; Q 014698] © > v4 cs a, c/c 
"Y . : , ot 


EF 
bo Ons eau Ih HI SOT 
S 6/84 641 5 (171, 17/ dit v vi; +4 TO£6 x a 07 
virt « ctw Veſtro, quo © be 
» ; F ge ”, 
, F , ” : f . -. 4 , 2 
HI1H3, '4 el is {4 < ( : (ICIres ! FE, [ eſt 4 
[ 


(1 0it7i1 1 $98 TT CUTS 6" ap E.\ celſis pro 


'» v :.. , Wa # L ” 4 ; [F; / 
- aCl {| fo E297 / { £»£L 4 cd Lt {4 io 
: 7 ES Y / 
» » FLY y ——_ 7 4 p » 
to wh en L/ 00 CH 10 ) furtes, {#1 of 
F® ? /? 4 
44 T [iCost 6-44 £07) iT 17 nil ) ACM ut- 
4 4 s ; : 
. C78 "i / C111FHZ tal ) 1dicat w uſrrs , 
C [ | FM * } JCITTETT? IN trum Ts 
Y Fa. - 
/i4ci ©. 173 [.1/1s C7117 moſtro 
AY, + Boe Regen . / 
/ PF F4 - PEFPE [1s 0] 4. VEr charit AS 
[4 
( / - FIST; & op v & PIE $44 . *, [ bo 
AJibit be Gilih f 6: S miltit, © v7 


} | j 
J 4 = ? h. 
" __ " 44.4 = , * 7 
VE Hitt 4 c F877 es CMC; y 
| TD [114 
. - 4 I # * . — + - 4 
II GC C / *F w OC 77, Ga 1a 
S; # th . VL 
***4;5 (}. 
F (bo CI iolilis _ 7 + Vſs HEE F &. "ag Fare, 
- , gy p v nan ; « +4N, 
' 6s ;- # Co £i FF. £3 31!s C.\[< 5 / fn 
"> Wn 
. a - i * 
* 4 A £, s + -) EY s % */7 
Wl 4 Lp Ur tiedy AU AHN [F UC of an 
7 þ "_ * . 
2 OF 338CeiE Vs 7 i [+ 
. Fa 5) Go LF FLL0T oY] 
. . - | ; z 
- o 7 ” . F * 4 - ET _- - 
" F F £ is f 'S > +0 5 #14 #547 "Ta Sy” 
= = 
- . h #1 
- [ . pn s 4 + 4 + * 4 +. 44 . 4 | Lo T7 57 J. 
| thn  _ s # &T 0 + 4 "4 8 | Pr 
G x ; * "ts 3 J 
- * # + y - « » * [ 4 
ils CAD Golf i800) « PC 7 1 7 ; Reg, TlILIMQ 
Fi F " Ha 
\F. - be | | p : fv 
a vTY 's CA THU < IT erin cs 
£ ! = 
5% J * / 
- o - # , "17 £ £,70 a* 4 
FI 4 * WV 61:?F6d whiets 


beins called upon, by ſome 
DIOUS A and coure _ non of 
vour Order, we 1mumediately 


Rf ht ared, for ne a of 


tie Epiſcopal Rights and Dig- 
ity , in that ISingdom, and 
we have alreadv begun to 
act ; not regarding our own 
private Intereſts, but ſhall give 
due ſatisfaction to all the 
Churches', and |aifo to our 
own care of, and Attection to- 
ward you. 

That your ſaid Letter con- 
tains nothing 11 it, either plea- 
ting to 11s, or Worthy of your 
ſelves, the very beginning of it 
diſcovers ; for, belides what it 
mentions of a Rule, obſerved 
11 calling, and holding Atijem- 
blies, we take notice that it 
proceeds from Fear , which 
Gods Prieſts were never wont 
to chooſe tor their Counſellor, 
in matters of Difficulty, and 
1mportance, relating to Religi- 
on, and Eccleftiaſtical Liber- 
ty, either in attacking the valt- 
ant, or compleating the con- 
ſtant: which fear you falſly 
ſupp: fed you could have infu- 
ſed into our breaſt. For the 
love of Chriſt, which caſts 
out, end drives aw ay fear, 

upht ia to dwel] there; 
and with what atieCtion our 
tixrerly bowels have vearn- 


cd tcward you, and the 
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Feaargne jure poljcis loco, arg; 
boi weſ] ro > F aj-oral: Officro 
delito aefujje ; Ddeniorice vauis, 
Es cant que Limiiqus itt 
Sancliſnns Prejules, quos quam» 
pluriiat pojrea aualibet Rtate ſunt 
tmitatt Epi, (cepali; Conſtantia 
ory /Ud ins ye A I Pujut- 
20d caſibus, ad veſtram erudi- 
tower ediderumt, mueude mas 
fines Pr adeceſjurum I frrorum, 
neu ſolum, qui patrum, ſed qua 
noſtra quem, men oria fioruerunt. 
Er qui Ivonis Carnotenſis 41G a 
laudatis, debuiſtis fatta —_ 
curn res peſceret, imitari. Noſti 
Au Is fecerit, paſſusq; fit it 
turbulemta illa © periculoſa con- 
tentzone inter Urbanum Ponti- 
ficens © Philippum Regem, mu- 
neris (itt efſe arvitratzes comra 
Region maignationem ſtare, Do- 
bs ſpottant , carceres CY exilia 
* ferre , ſeren; ibrs aliis Can- 
[am melicrem. Officit veſtri erat 
{edis Apoſtolice GULDCYU Gt f win 
weſtra adjungere, © paſtorali 
pectore , humilitate ſacerdotali, 
Cauſam Eccleſiarum weſtrarum 
apud Regem agere , Ejrrs conjci- 
Crntians de Iota Ye mſtruendo, 0 
£4974 cum per iculs, Regrum mm Vos 
animum rr; adi. ut poſjetis mm 


poſterum ſine Rubcre quotidiana 
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it Car Inve INCTIItS WEIL GI: YOU 
nany thing, we tiunk tf doth 


particula ly 11 tae pri ag 


of tic Regalia , on which 1 

you ferioufly confider 1t, he 
whole Dignity , and Authority 
of your order depends. SO 
that; you have feared where 
no fear was ; whereas you 
ſhould only have feared the 
juſt cenfure both of. God, and 
Men, for having been want- 
ing to your Duty , Honour, 
and Paſtoral Office: you ſhould 
often have called to mund the 
holy Prelates of ol, whoſe 
examples of Epilcopal con- 
Itancy and courage, were fol- 
lowed by many in after ages.In 
ſuch caſes the lives of your 
Predeceflors are propo! {ed for 
your Imitation, not only thote: 
who {flouriſhed im your Fathers 
days, but even within Vour 
own Memory. And vou, who 


commend the favings of + 
V0 Dag cenſis Monkd allo 
have imitated his aQi- 


_ where occalion |re- 
quired 1t; vou know what he 

did, and ſutffored in that eur- 

bulent and dangerous Conten- 
tion, between Pope Urban, and 
King Phizp , thinking 1t his 
A 2 Plat- 
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Plalmedia DEUM ailcquentes 
Davidica wverba proferre ; Lo- 
quebar de Teltimomis in con- 
ſpectu Regum & nen Ccon- 
tundebar. Duanio magis id 
wobis faciendun fuit, tam per- 
\peefa atq, explorara optims Prin- 
cipis Tuſtitia & Pietate, quem 
fingulari benignitate , Epiſcopos 
A, Eceleſits favere, &* Epiſ- 
copalem poteſtatem mtemeratam 
wvelle, Vos ipſi (crivitit, & Nos 
magna cum wvolup;ate legimrs in 
literis weſtris, Non duvitamrs 
ſt ſtetiſſetis ante Regem, pro cauſe 
tam juſte defenſiome, neq; de 
tutura wobis werva, que loque- 
remini, neq; Regi Cer docile, quo 
veſt ris annueret poſtulatis. Nunc 
cum  muneris weſtri © Regie 
exquitatis quodammedo obliin m 
tanti momenti negotio, ſilentium 
tenueritis, non videmus quo pro® 
babili fundamento fignificetis vos 
ad ita agendum aduttos; Luod 
1m controverſia wifi ſitis , quod 
cauſa cecideritis ; quomodo cecidit 
qui non Ftetis ? Ecquis Veſtrum 
ram gravem, tam juſtam cau- 
ſam, tam ſacroſanita moravit a- 
pud Regem *Cum tamen Pradeceſ- 
ſores wveſtri cum in ſimilt periculo 
conſt ituti , non ſemel apud ſu- 
periores Galliz Reges, imo apud 
bunc ipſum libera voce defende- 
rint  victoreſq; a Regio conſpe- 
fu diſceſſerint, Relatis etiam ab 
equiſſimo Rege pramits Paſtora- 


Dnty to incur the Kings diſ- 
pleaſure, to be deprived of his 
goods, and indure impriſon- 
ment, and exile, while others 
deſerted that Righteous cauſe. 
It is your Duty to joyn your 
Endeavours with the Authori- 
ty of the Apoſtolick See, and 
with a Paſtoral: heart, and 
Prieſtly humility, to plead the 
cauſe of your Churches betore 
the King, by informing his 
Conſcience of the whole mat- 
ter, though it be with the 
danger of Provoking his indig- 
nation againſt you ; that fo 
you may, hereafter, be able, 
without bluſhing, to ſing daily 
the words of David, 1 have 
declared thy Teſtimonies before 
Kings Bog was not aſhamed. 
How much rather then ought 
you to have done the like, 
having had large experience of 
the Juſtice and Piety of the 
beſt of Kings, who ( as your 
ſelves have written, and we 
with great delight,have read in 
your letter of his ſingular good- 
neſs,) hearkensto the Biſhops, 
favours the Churches , and 
preſerves the Epiſcopal Power 
inviolate; ſo that had you 
pleaded with the King in the 
defence of ſo juſt a Cauſe, we 
doubt not, either that you 
would have wanted words to 
exprets your deſires, or he in- 
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lis Officti ſtrenue tmpleti. Du; 
weſtrum in arenam deſcerdit, ut 
opponeret murum pro Dome It- 
rael ? Luis auſrrs eſt invidice 
ſe offerre ? Luis wel weeem 
unam emijit memorem priſtine 
libertatis * Clamarunt mterim, 
ficutt ſcribitis, & quidem im 
mala cauſa ; pro Regio jure cla- 
marunt Regis Admimiſtri, cum 
vos mm optima pro Chriſti honore 
ſiuleritis, neq; illa ſolidiora, quod 
reatturt wa rationem, ſeu we- 
rirts Excuſationem allaturi, Re- 
rum im hujuſmodi Comtiis per 
Vos actarum , exaggeratis pericu- 
lum, ne ſacerdotium & Imperi- 
um inter ſe collidantur, > mala 
que exinde in Ecclelam © 
Rempublicam conſequi poſſent ; 
proinde exiſtimaſſe Vos ad of- 
ficium weſtrum pertinere, aliquam 
mire rationem tollend: de medio 
Gliſcentis Diſſidit, nullam we- 
ro apparuije Commodiorem , 
remedio ab Eccleſis Patri- 
bus indicato , util condeſcentis- 
me Canones temperandi, pro tem- 
porum neceſſitate ; ubi neq; Fidei 
Veritas neq; morum honeſt as pe- 
riclitentur debere, ab ordine weſtro 
deheri a Gallicana, imo ab uni- 
verſa Eccleſia, Plurimum Reg; 
tam praclar de Catholica Relj- 
gione merito & indies Magis 
merers cupients: Propterea wes 
ſure weſtro decedentes, illud in 
Regem contuliſſe. Omittimus 


clinations to grant them : But 
having, astt were, forgot your 
own duty, and the Kings e- 
quity, you have been filent 
in a buſineſs of ſo great mo- 


. ment, and we cannot imagine 


upon what probable ground 
you fay you were induced to 
It, that you were overuled in 
the controverſy; and that you 
fell in the cauſe; for how can 
he fall who never ſtood ? Did 
any of you ever plead in fo 
juſt,fo weighty,and fo ſacred a 
Cauſe before the King? And 
yet your Predeceſlors; when 
they were in the like danger, 
have many times, with great 
freedom, defended this Cauſe, 
in the preſence of former 
Kings of France, yea, before 
this very King too, and have 
returned victorious, bringing 
with them the reward of a Pa- 
ſtoral Office 'from that juſt 
Prince. Who among you en- 
ters the Liſts to fight for the 
Houſe of I/rae]? who dares ex- 
poſe himſelf to envy ? who 
hath ſpoken ſo much as one 
word in memory of the An- 
tient Liberty ? They bave in- 
deed.(as you write ) ſpoken 
lond enough, bur it was in a 
bad Cauſe; and when the 
Kings Mmilters cried aloud for 
the Kings Right ; you in the 
beſt of Cauſes (wiz for the 
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fac) aro i weſiram de= 


{ensionem adducitis , non defu- 


ere, qui weſtris lucuprationibers 
oftenderint, quam frivela atq; 
extranea ſint huic Cauſe. «Et 
magis notum eſe quam ut 
opits ſit commenoraie quo 7.elo 
Ja G mjrantie, eximit illi_ Pon- 
tifices Kecleſio Livertatem de- 
fenderint adverſus Seculares po- 
teſtates, tantum abeſt, ut eorum 
Lxempla Poſſmt errors veſtro [uf- 
ſrageri. Caterum aitro admitti- 
mus, 2 Laudamztrs concilium re- 
- mxandi Canonum diſciplinam pro 

Temporiumn neceſſitate, ubs 1d jiers 
Poſſit, Sine fidet © morum Fe 
pendio DImo addimuns cum Au- 

guitino, roler ard; aliquanao pro 
Bono Unitatis,qua pro Bono A- 
quitatis odio habenda tunt; Neg; 
cradicanda £1 izania,ubi periculum 


fit, ni ſiwui etiam Travens eridi- 


cetur. Ia ita tame? accips oportet, 
ut in aliquo tantum peculiar; ca'u 
CF ad tempus, C* ubi nece(ſitas ur- 
get licatums ſit, Sicnti Factum eff 


Honour of Chriſt ) were (+- 
lent. Nor 1s it of atiy more 
validity that when you give us 
an account of (or more eruly 
make your excuſe for ) what 
you had done in fich Allem- 
blics, YOU aAgaravatec the jCa- 
lonſie that the Ec cleſiaftical, 

and Secular Powers were like 
to claſh, and that great mil- 
Cheits might tollow thereup* 
on; both ro Church and State, 
and therefore you thought 1t 
your Duty to conſider, how a 
ſtop might be pur, tothe grow- 

ing differences: and that none 
ſeem'd more Proper to you, 

than that which was preſcri- 
bed by the Fathers of the 
Church, viz. a wholeſome 
Condeſcention for moderating 
the Canons, according to whe 
neceſlity of the time, when 
neither the verity of The Faith 
or honeſty of manners will be 
endangered thereby. Then 
you declare that your Order, 
tie Gallicay Church, yea, the 
Unrverſal Church, owes very 
much to your renowned King, 
who, you ſay, has already 
merrited highly of the Catho- 
lick Religion, and ſtrives dayly 
to merit more ; by which Act 
you have relinquiſhed your 
right, and havegiven it to the 
King. We tforbear here to 
mention what you tell us ot 
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ab Fecleſia cum Arrianes,C Do- 
mitii"as Friſcopos ejurato errore, 
jurs Ecclefus rejtirunt , wt popuics, 
quz fects cos frierant, in Officto 
contineret, AAliud eſt, ubt diſot- 
plina Eccleſrg , per un verjiem 
Ampliſſizzi Regni ambitiun ſme 
Temporis termino, C* cum 77191i- 
Feſto periculo, ne Exemplum la- 
tis ranet labefaltetiur, imo ever- 
titur ipſins Diſc IPindeC/1 lrerarche 
Eccleſiaſtice fimdgramtum, ſicu- 
ti evenire neceſſe eſſet, {i 217 a 
Rege Chriſt ianiſſimo 1n mevocio 
Regaliz nuper ata ſunt , conni- 
ventibus, io con(emtientibus Ve- 
bis contra Sacrorum Canouum & 
preafſertim Generalis ConſiluLudg- 
dunenſis Authcritatem,contre 10- 
tam jampridem Vobis in ea ve 
mentem noſtram,C* conira ipſam 
Turisjurandi Religionem, qua vos 
Deo, Romana weſtriſque Eccle- 
ſis obligaſtis, cur Epiſcopals Ca- 
raclere imbueremins ; Hae (anita 
ledes Executioni mandari &* ma- 
lum invaie/cere diitiius deferendo 
permitteret, AC 71008 CA 0s protra- 
ate Divimtus humilitati moſtre 
ſuprema in uaiverſam Fecleſian 
Poteſtate, ſolennt more pradeceſſo- 
rum noſtrorem veſtigus inheren= 
tes improbaremus ? Cum praſer- 
tim per abuſum Regaliz non ſolum 
evertt diſciplinam Eecleſie res 
ipſa diceat ; ſew etiam Fidei ipſius 
mntegritarem in diſcrimen wocari, 
facie in;elligatur ex ipſis Regis 


c 


7 
/ 
the Secular Maguttrate you ap- 
pealed to, and were overcome 
by him, tor we defire that the 
memory of that action may 
be oblitterated,andwoulc! have 
you expunge thoſe worus out 
ot your Letter, that they may 
nor remain among the Acts of 
the Gallicen Clergy,to the per- 
petualintamy of your Names. 


As for he you alledge in 


your deience, CONCerning 1» 
mocert, 3.Penedicts, 12. and Bo- 


71{ace 8, Some have not been 


wanting, who have fhewed 
Vou thoiw frivolous, and fo- 
reign it 15 tothis Caulz. And 
Itis ſo well known that it needs 
not to be mentioned with what 
Zeal and conitancyv, thoſe fa- 
mous Popes defended the Lt- 
berty of the Church againſt 
the Secular * Power , ſo farr 
are ther examples from 
favouring Your errour. Bur 
we freely allow, and com- 
mend the advice of modere- 
ting the diſcipline of the Ca- 
7098s, according to the neceſlity 
ot the tumes, When it may bc 
done without any wmjurv to 
Faith, and Manners; vca, 1 
add with St. Auguſtin, {hat ms) 
ſomertmes be allowed for the ſake 


of Unity, which = the /ake of 


equity cught to be abborr'd. Nor 
are the rares to be plucked up 
when there is danger of pluck 

07 05.43 
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erum Decretorum vwerbis, que jus 
conferchda Benefucia Regi windi- 
canton tanquam frofluens ex ali- 
: Fecleſize conceſſone, ſed tan- 
m4 Ingenitum © C &vum Re- 
gize Corome. Wiam wero par- 
im literarum veſtrarum non (& 
e Anim borroze legere potui- 
27:15, in qua dicitis,ucs jure veſtro 
decedentes tllud im Regem contu- 
Liſe ; quaſi Eccleſiarum, que cu= 
re veſtrg cerdite fuere, ejſetis ar- 
bitri non cuſtodes,C* quaſi Eccles 
/ie iſe & Spiritualia earum ju- 
ra poſſent ſub poteſtatis ſecularis 
Jugum mitt; ab Epiſcops, qui /e 
pro earum libertate in ſervitutem 
dare deberent. Vos [ane ipſi hanc 
wVeritatem agnoviſtis © confeſſi 
eſtis, dum alibi pronunciaſtis fus 
Regalie Servitutem quandam e/- 
ſe, qua in eo praſertim quod ſpe- 
cat Beneficiorum Collationem is 
poni non poteſt ; niſi Eccleſia con- 
cedente vel ſaltem conſentiente. 
Suo jure Vos ergo ſus tlud in_ Re- 
gem contuliſtis £ Cuns Sacri Ca- 
nones diſtrahi vetent ſura Eccleſia- 
rum quo modo ea vos diſtrabere, m 
Animum mduxiſtss , quali eorun- 
dem Canonum Authoritati dero- 
gare liceat wobis? Revccate im 
Memoriam, quz incitus ille Con- 
teranexs veſter Clarevalenſis Av- 


bas non Gallicana modo, [ed eti- 


am unwver(alis Eccleſig lumen a 
vobis merito nuncupatus, Eugent- 
1m Pontificem officii ſu1 admonens 


ing up the Corn with ther, 
Yet this ought ſo to be under- 
ſtood as that it is Lawtul in 
ſome purticular caſes only , 
and for a time, and when ne- 
ceſſity requires; as the Church 
did when ſhe reſtored the A4r- 
r:1ans and Donatiſt Biſhops to 
their Churches, as ſoon as they 
had renounced their errours, 
that ſhe nught keep the peo- 
ple, which had followed them, 
in their due obedience to her. 
Bur it 1s otherwiſe when the 


Diſcipline of the Church is de-. 


ſtroyed, throughout ſo great a 
Kingdom,without any limitati- 
on of time, and when there is 
manifeſt danger that the infeCti 
on will ſpread farther, yea, the 
very foundation of Diſcipline, 
and of Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy 
it ſelf 1s ſubverted ; and this 
mult needs be, if you connive 
at, yea conſent tothoſe things, 
which the moſt Chriſtian King 


has lately Ordered in the buſi- 


neſs of the Regalra,contrary to 
the Authority of the Sacred Ca- 
n0ns, and particularly thoſe of 
the General Counſel of Lysns, 
contrary to -our mind in that 
attair, long ſince fignified to 
you, and contrary to the very 


obligation of thar Oach with: 
which you bound your ſelves 


to God, and to the Roman, and 
your own Churches, when 
7e- 
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reliquit Scripta praclare memi- 
niſſer, fs eſſet cui claves credit @ cui 
oves credite ſunt. Efſe quidem 
et alios cali Fanitores & Gregum 
Paſtores, ſed cum habeant ill: Aſ- 


ſignatos Greges,ſinguli ſmgulos, ipſi 


univerſos creditos, uni unum nec 
modo ovium [ed et Paſtorum Eu- 
genium eſſe paſtorem. Ideoq, jux- 
ta Cancunum ſtatuta alies Epiſco- 
pos wvocates fuiſſe in partem ſolict- 
tudinis ipſum m plenitudinem po- 
teſtatis. Ex quibus wverbis quan- 
tum vos admoneri par eſt de ob- 
ſequio et obedientia, quam debetis 
huic Sant & ſedi, cui nos Deo Au- 
thore quamquam immeriti preſi- 
demius tantundem paſtoralis noſtra 
ſolicitudo excitatur ad inchoan- 
dum tandum aliquando in hoc nc- 
gocio, quam nimia fortaſſe longa- 
nimitas noſtra,dum penetentia [pa- 
tiuns damas, hattenus diſtulit A- 
poſtolici muneris Executionem. 
Luamobrem per preſentes liter as 
| tradita nobis ab Ommipotenti Deo 
Autoritate, improbamus, reſcindi- 
mus, & Caſſamis que in veſtris 
commitiis acta [unt im negotio Re- 
gallie, cum onmibus inae ſecutzs, 
& que in poſteram attentari con- 
tingent , ea; perpetuo muta , 
& inania declaramus, quam- 
vis cum ſint ip/a per ſe manifeſto 
nulla Caſſatime aut + decla- 
ratione bujuſmodi new eperent. 
Speramus tamen vos ipſaſq; 
ip/os re melius conſiderata cateri 


you received the Epiſcopal 
Character. Should the Holy 
See, ſuffer this miſchief ro be 
pur in execution, and to get 
ground by farther Delays? or 
ſha!] we not, according to the 
ſupream Power over the 
Church Univerſal,given by God 
to our humility and treading 
in the ſteps of our Predeceſ- 
ſors ſolemnly damn it? and the 
rather, ſince it plainly appears, 
that not only the Diſcipline of 
the Church is ſubverted,by the 
abulſe of the Regalis; but that 
the ſoundneſs of the Faith is 
alſo called in Queſtion, may 
eaſily be diſcovered by the 
yery words of the King s De- 
crees, which claim for him 
that Right of conferring Be- 
nefices, not as being derived 
from any conceſſton of the 
Church but as connote, and 
coeval with the Regal 
Crown ; but I could not, with- 
out extream horror of mind, 
read that part of your Letfer, 
which tells us, that you have 
quitted your Right, and have 
transterred it to the King, as it 
you had the abſolute diſÞ.fa], 
not the Gaurdianſhip, of the 
Churches commirted to your 
charge, and asf the Church- 
es themſelves,and rheir Spiritu- 
al *Rights might be fubjected, 
to the voke of Secular Power 
B re- 
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retrattiome conſulturos conſcientie 
veſtre, & Cleri Gallicani exiſti- 


maticni: ex ano Clero, Sicuti buc 


vfaue 7:01 defuere, 'a mn poſfterrim 
on defutrros confidimnus, qui Bon 
Paſtors Exemplo liventer animans 
parali ſimt pro Ownbus, &* pro 
Teſten;ento Patrum ſuerum. Nes 
axidew, pro Officti noftri dibita, 
Paratt (ſwrmus Du adjutrice 
cratia {acrificart ſacrificiuns 
wt icre, & Eeeleſia De: Jura ac 
libertatem, & hujus ſedrs (and & 
cuthoritatem Dignitatemque de- 
Fenders, nihil de nobis, ſed ommia 
ce ea preſumncntes ; 914 105 confr- 
tat, O& operatur mn nobis, 'w/ qui 
rrſfit Petrrum ſuper aquas ad ſe 
wvenire. Prateritt emm figura 
bhujus Mundi, & Dies Domms 
appropinquat. Sic trg0' aga- 
1s, venerabiles Fratres ac dilecti 
Filti, ut cum ſummus Pater fa- 
milias, CY Princeps Paſtorum ra- 
rronems ponere voluerit, cum ſervis 
ſus ſanguinem peſſundate, & 
Lacerate Eccleſia quam (uo ac- 
quifivit de moſtris manibus non 
requirat. Webis interum ommibus 
Apoſtelicam Benedictionem cut 
Celeſte accedere optamus into 
Patermi amoris affettu impart t- 
mur. Datum Roma Oe. 


by the Biſhops, who for the 
Liberty thereof, ought to un« 
dergo the greateſt Servitude. 
And indeed you your ſelves 
confeſs this truth, by ſaying 
cliewhere, That the Right of 
the Repalia 1s a kind of Servi- 
tude, which ( eſpecially as it 
relates to the collation of Be- 
nefices) cannot be impoſed, 
but by the Grant ; or at leaft 
by the conſent of the Church. 
By what Right then have you 
transferred that Right to rhe 
King ? And fince the facred 
Canons prohibit the altenation 
of the Rights of your Church- 
es, how could yon bring your 
minds to alienate them, as if 
you could lawfully derogate 
from the authority of thoſe 
Canons ? Remember what is 
what 1s written by your fa- 
mous Countrey-man , Clare- 
wvalenſis Abbas (by you deſer- 
yedly called the Light, not on- 
ly of the Gallican, but of the 
Unverſal Church) who admo- 
niſhing Pope Engenins of his 
duty,tells him thar,!f he 2vas the 
perſon,go whom the Keys and to 
whom the Sheep were committed, 
tho' there were ther keepers of 
Heaven Gates, and Paltors 
of Flocks, yet, while they had 
each their particular Flicks 
deſigned tin, all if them, and 
they themſelves alſo, ere com- 

raitted 


ry Pa IE"! a6 de... tro. 
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mitted to him alone; and that 
Eugenius as the ſole Sbepheard, 
not only of the Sheep but of the 
Shepheards too ; and therefore ac> 
cordiug to the Decrees of the Ca- 
nons , whereas other Biſhops 
were called to take part of the 
care, and charge, be was called 
to the full power. By which 
words, as you are admoni- 
ſhed of that duty and obedi- 
dience, Which you owe to the 
holy See, ( of which by the 
divine Authority we, though 
unworthy, are Preſident ) ſo 
1s our Paſtoral care excited, to 


begin at length to execute our 


Apoſtolick duty in this affair, 
which, perhaps, our too much 
patience, in giving ſpace for 
repentance, has hitherro de- 
ferd ; wherefore according to 
the Authority, given unto us 
by Almighty God, we do, by 
theſe Preſents, damn, aboliſh, 
and utterly make void, alli that 
has been done by your Aſlem- 
bly inthe buſineſs of the Rega/;- 
a, and all that has fince entied 
thereupon ; together with 
whatſoever ſhall hereafter be 
done : And we do declare the 
ſame to be forever null and 
void, tho',being manifeſtly null 
of it feIt, it needed no ſuch 
Janination , or declaration. 
Put we hope that, npon bet- 
B 2 ecr 
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ter conſideration, you your 
ſelves will by a voluntary re- 
cantation, conſulr the quiet of 
your own Conlciences, and 
the reputation of the Gallican 
Clergy; among whom,as there 
never has been, fol truſt, there 
never will be wanting, ſome, 
who, after the Example of the 
good Shepherd, will readily lay 
down their lives for the Sheep 
and for the Teſtament of their 
Fathers. And as for our own 
part we are ready, according 
to the duty of our Office, to 
ofter up the Sacrifice of Righ- 
teouſneſs ( by the aſſiſtance of . 
the Divine Grace ) and to de- 
fend the Rights and Liberties 
of God's Church, and the Au- 
thority, and Dignity of this 
Holy See ; not preſuming on 
our own ſtrength,but expecting 
all from him, who ſtrengthens 
us, and works in us, and com- 
manded Peter to come to him 
upon the water. For the faſht 
of this world paſſeth yin ne” 
the Day of the Lord is at Hand. 
Wherefore, Reverend Brethren, 
and dear Sons, let us { de- 
mean our ſelves that when 
the great Maſter of the Houſe 
hould, and Prince of Paſtors - 
ſhall call hig Servants to an ac- 
count, he may not require at 
at our hands the Blood of his 
af- 
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afflicted and diſmembred 
Church , which he hath pur- 
chaſed with his own. In the 
mean time with our deareſt af- 
fection, and Paternal Love we 
ſend Apoſtolick benediCtion to 
you' all, to which we pray 
- Gods Blefling may be ad- 
ed. 


Dated at Rome 11th. April 
1682. 


Pro- 
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Proteſtatto C leri Gal- 
Lican. 


Caehia Gal- 
. dicana uns 
ſe regit Le- 
10US, Pro- 
priaſq; conſuctudines 
inv1olate cuſtodit,qui- 
bus Galicavi Pontifi- 
ces, inajores noltry, 
nulla defhmitione, nul- 
laq; autoritate dero- 
garum eflc yoluerunt, 
& quas 1pl1 ſummnu 
Ponafces agnoſcere, 
& taudare dignat! 
ſunt: Prope tamen 
et, ut of yagi nn 
I W; e, quas prif- 
 Gauviarum Relti- 
910, TCY crend? Us VC- 
MCONCALLAS fe- 
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The Proteſtation of 
the Gallican Cler- 


32 
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HE Galli- 
can Church 
i5 Govern 4 
by her own 
Laws, and keeps in- 


violate her onn Cu- 


ftoms, which the Gal- 


lican Prelates , our 
Anceſtors, would not 
in the leaſt ſuifer to be 
infring d by any De- 
cree, or Authority what- 


ſoever, and which the 


Popes themſelves have 
wouchſafed to ac- 
knowledge and com- 


mend : Yet now thoſe 


juſt Laws, which the 


Old: Gallican Religion, 
CCIuUntk : 
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cerunt Ecce cterum 
( quod ſinc acerbiſſi- 
mo aninu Senſu dic1 
non poreſt ) hilſce 
anns fuperioribus , 
per Provincias , & 
Galliarum c1vitates 
LitcrxApoltolicx ſc - 
nunatx ſunt, quibus 
antiqua Gallicane Ec- 
cleliz jura , & pa- 
trix Inſtituta aperte 
violantur:ex ns ſcilicet 
intcll1igunus de Regm 
Ecclcharumg; noſtra- 
rum negotus, contra 
mores noſtros uſurpa- 
ram efle cognitionem 
inauditis partibus , 
pronuntiata Judicaa; 
jurifdictionemEpiſco 
porum concultatam, 
. deniq; contra Cano- 
nes Ecclc{taſticos, & 
contra conſuctudines 
illuſtriſlunxGa/licane 


and wenerable Anti- 
guity had made unal- 
terable, are lihe to 
be deſtroyed; for (which 
cannot be mention d 
without great trouble 
of \ mind ) theſe laſt 
preceding years, A- 
poſtolick Letters have 
been diſperſd through 
the ſeveral Provinces, 
and Cities of France,by 
which .the Ancient 
Rights of the Gallican 
Church, and ſtatutes 
of our Country are 
openly violated ; for by 
them we find, that, 
contrary t0 our uſages, 
cogniſance of the af- 
fairs both of our 
Kingdom, and Church- 
es, bas been uſurped, 
ſentence pronounced, 
without hearing the 


parties concerned, the 
Ecclelx 
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Ecclelin Metropoli 
canx gladum excom- 
municationis intenta- 
tum Eſſe. 

Dolet Clerus Gall:- 
canus,queriturg; ex hus 
& alus quz cxinde fa- 
ta ſunt, oppreſſas Li- 
.bertates Eccleliarum, 
pertarbatam #Eccle- 
fiz pacem, 1llatum 
dedecus Pontifical: 
Ordin, Ternunoſque 
perruptos,quos patres 
ſui conſtituerunt : & 
ne officlum,& cauſam 
ſuam defercre, aut 
przvaricari ſux Dig- 
nutat!, Ecclefarumag, 
ſuarum cummodis 
videantur Publica 
conteſtatione obli- 
qui contra, & 1n- 
ertis filentu a fe 
movere culpam, dc- 
creytt; ut | excmplo 


Turiſdifion of the 
Biſhops trampled on, 
and in fine the Sword 
of Excomunication 


drawn, contrary to 
the Fecleſraſtical Ca- 


nons, and Cuſtoms of 


the famous Galican 
Mctropolitan Church. 

Now the Gallican 
Clergy are troubled,and 


complain that by rea- 


ſon of theſe, and other 


things done ſince, the 
Liberties of their 
Churches are oppreſj'd 
the peace of the Church 
diſturb d the pontifi- 
cal Order diſera®d,and 
the bounds fixd by 
their Anceſtors, Tranf- 
pref d : And that they 
may not be though! 
to abandon their 
Cauſe, and Duty , or 
betray their Dienity, 


C Parcum 
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patrum fſuorum, mn 
poſterum. proviſum 
ſit, ne quid nocerc 
poſtit, juribus, & Li- 
bcrtatibus Ecclefix 
Gallicane , COqUC 
mag1s inchnat in e: 
am fententiam quod 
ſummus Pontitex In- 
nocentius Xl. Mmorum 
antiquorum, & Can- 
nonice Pifciphnx 


and the profits of therr 
Churches, they have 
determined openly to 
declare againſt theſe 
things by a Par 
Proteſtation , and 
thereby to remove 


from themſelves the 


ſcandal of a baſe and 
cowardly ſilence , that 
ſo, according to the 
example of their Fa- 


{cvcrus actor, non thers,they may provide 


patictur - fier1 1njurt- 
am Decretis ſuorum 
Prxdecellorum & 
Canombus promu]- 
garis, qui reſ{cindc- 
bant quidquid fſu- 
breptum contra prt- 
vata Provincarum 
jura , nolcbant fi 
quidem Eccleſttarum 
privilegia, qua ſcm- 
per conſcrvanda ſunt, 
contundi Proptcrea 


that hereafter nothing 
may be able to in- 
Jare the Rights , and 
Liberties of the Gal- 
lican Church; and 
they do the rather 
incline to this ofi- 
nion., becauſe Pope 
Innocent xz.. bein 
a ſtri. executor- of 
antient Cuſtoms, and 
Canonical Diſcipline 
will. not ſuffer any 
Clerus 
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Clerus idem Gallica- 
1us , profeſius, antea 
omnem rcycrentiam, 
obedicntiamq; quam 
, ſemper exhibuit, per- 
pctuoq; cxhibiturus 
«ſt Cathedra Perrz, in 
qua potentiorem ag- 
noſcit principatum 
coram C. D: Foamne 


Baptifia Lauro, » pro- 


tonotarity Apoſto- 
lico, & nuntiaturz 
Apoſtolics Gallia- 
rum Auditore, pro- 


ceſtari confirm {+ 


cut de facto - pro- 
teſtatur per. prexſcn- 
tes, ne hteris Pont 
ficus datis ad Epafco- 
pum #Apamuenſer , 
dic Secunda Ofobris 
1680. ad Ecclcliz X.- 
panuenſis Capitulim, 


preſerved. 


injury t0be one to the 
Detrees of his Prede- 
ceſſors, and thoſe pub- 


lick Canons which 


made woid whatſoever 


had crept in, contra- 
ry to the private 
Rights of the Provin- 
ces 3 for they would 
not permit the privi- 
tedoes of the Churches 
to be confounded which 


ought always to be. 
[Wherefore 


the Jaid Gallican 
C lerg y having firſt pro- 


fefſed all due Reverence 
and Obedience, which 


they ever have paid, 


and ever will pay, to 


St. Peters See where 
they acknowledge a 
greater Power  re- 


fides) have derer- 


cadem 2da dic 0fobris mined 16 Declare and 
ad Archicpiſcopum prote/t.and by thefe Pre- 
C 2 Toio- 
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Toloſanum © die Pri- 


ma /aarii 168 1, 
ad AMoniales, ſeu 
Canonicas Regulares 
Congregations, B. 
M. VU. Monalttern 
de - Charonna aic 
7. Auguſti, & 15. 
VAobris, velalus exin- 
da, & 1][1arum vartute 
actis., .40& fecutss 
quibuſcunq; dam- 
num alquod,ſcu przx- 
judicium juribus EC- 
Celis Gallicane fier1 
poſit, nevc cjus 1n 
alus locis, - & Tem- 
poribus hoc. in ex- 
emplum, & Autho- 
ritatem trahat, ut 
antiquos Ecclcſiz 
Canones - avitas Reg- 
1m conſuctudines rc- 
ceptoſq; mores Ecclc- 


tix Gallican® op- 


pugnarc andeat, aut 


ſents do Declare and 


Proteſt ., in the pre- 


jence of the moſt Noble 


Lord Joannes Baptiſta 
Laurus, Apoftolick 
Protonotary, and Au- 
ditor of the Apoſtolick 
Legation in France, 
that, neither the Popes 
Letters to the Biſhop 
of, Panues Dated 
October the 2d. 
1680. to the Chapter 
of the Church of Pa- 
nuez the ſame day, to' 
the Arch Biſhop of 
Tholeuſe, January 
the 1. 1681, to the 
Nuns, or Female C a- 
nonical Regulars,of the 
C ongregation of the' 
Blejjed Virgin Mary 
in the Monaſtery of 
Charonne Augult the 
7th, and 1«. YET 
ber , or by any other 
——_ 
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propterca quidquatn 
bi Iicere exiſtimet-; 
lImmo vero nemo 
ncſciat hoc mihul ob- 
ſtare quo minus Ca- 
nones, -conſuctudines 
Jura, & Laibertates 
cjuſdem —FEccletiz 
priſtimany vim , & 
Aurchoritatem ret1- 
neant, & cuſtodian. 
Hoc clerus Gallicanus 
{1b1, ſuisq; privilegus 
cautum; confulcrumg; 
volens, & ommbus 
notum eſſe, ne quis 
1gnoranti® cauſam 
prxtexat. Datum 
Comitus Generalibus 


Cleri Gallicani Lutc-- 


tix habitis, Anno Do- 
num, 1682. Die 
vero Sexta ments 


Mair. 


ſince, or by any things 
acted, or done by 


Vertue of the ſame, 


the leaſt Damage, or 
prejudice mhatſoever 


can accrew to the 


Rights' of the Gal 
Iican Church ; nor can 
he, at other places, 
and times, draw this 


into Precedent, and” 


Authority, that he 
ſhould thereby preſume 
to oppoſe the Ancient 
Canons of the Church, 
Cuſtoms of the HKing- 
dom, and the receiv d 
uſages of the Gallican 
Church, or that there- 


fore he ſhould think 


that he may do what 
he liſts. On the con- 
trary, let all Men know 
that this doth not at 
all hinder the Canons, 
Cuſtoms, Rights, and 

Liberties 
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— Liberties of the ſaid 
Church, from retaining 
and keeping their An- | 
tient force, and Au- 
thority, the Gallican 
Clergy having thas 
provided for, and ſe- 
cured themſelves, and | 
their Priveledges, do 
Will, and Require that 
theſe Preſents be made 
 publick that fo no Man 
may pretend Igno- 

, rance. Dated in the 
General Aſſembly of | 
the Gallican Cler- 
gy at Paris, May the 
6th. 1682, 


FINIS. 
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